The Imperfect Past Tense

There are two Past Tenses in Spanish. We have already practiced the first one, The
Preterit Tense. The Preterit Tense is used to talk about one specific action that
happened one specific time in the past. Sometimes it is used to focus on the
beginning or ending of a continuous action in the past.

The Imperfect tense is used for the following 4 situations in the past:

1) Repeated actions in the past. (I went to grandma’s house every Sunday.)

2) Continuous actions in the past. (The house was vacant for many years.)

3) To set the stage or background of a story. (It was a cold, dark night. The
wind was blowing, and the moon was hidden by the clouds.)

4) Time expressions in the past. (It was midnight on Wednesday.)

We form the Imperfect Tense in the following way:

AR Verbs

Yo = aba Nosotros

Nosotras ="abamos
Tu = abas Vosotros

Vosotras = abais
El Ellos
Ella = aba Ellas = aban
Usted Ustedes
(it)

ER and IR Verbs

Yo =1ia Nosotros

Nosotras = famos
Ta = ias Vosotros

Vosotras = fais
El Ellos
Ella = ia Ellas = fan
Usted Ustedes
(it)




Examples: hablar = yo hablaba, ti hablabas, €1 hablaba, ella hablaba, usted
hablaba, (it) hablaba, nosotros hablababamos, nosotras habldbamos, ellos hablaban,
ellas hablaban, ustedes hablaban

Comer = yo comia, ti comias, ¢l comia, ella comia, usted comia, (it) comia,

nosotros comiamos, nosotras comiamos, ellos comian, ellas comian, ustedes

comian

Vivir = yo vivia, ti vivias, €l vivia, ella vivia, usted vivia, (it) vivia, nosotros

viviamos, nosotras viviamos, ellos vivian, ellas vivian, ustedes vivian

There are only 3 irregular verbs in Spanish in the Imperfect Tense!

Yo = iba Nosotros
Nosotras = ibamos
Tu = ibas Vosotros
Vosotras = ibais
El Ellos
Ella = jba Ellas =iban
Usted Ustedes
(it)
Yo =era Nosotros
Nosotras = éramos
Tu = eras Vosotros
\Vosotras = erais
El Ellos
Ella =era Ellas =eran
Usted Ustedes
(it)
Ser = (was, were, used to be, was being) Ir = (went, used to go, was going)

Ver = (saw, used to see, was seeing)



Yo = veia Nosotros

Nosotras = veiamos
Tu = veias Vosotros

Vosotras = veias
El Ellos
Ella = veia Ellas =veian
Usted Ustedes
(it)

*Because there are only 3 irregular verbs in all of the Imperfect Past Tense, it is the
easiest verb tense in Spanish!

Act. 1: Let’s practice the Imperfect Past Tense! Conjugate the following verbs in
Spanish by putting the conjugations or endings on!

1 yo ayudar 16 yo cantar

2 ti aprender 17 t escribir

3 ¢l abrir 18 (it) llevar

4 nosotros escuchar 19 ti y yo tomar
5 ellos pagar 20 ellos leer

6 yo beber 21 yo *ser

7 ti buscar 22 ta recibir

8 ella *1r 23 ¢l desear

9 nosotros asistir 24 nosotros invitar
10 ellas preguntar 25 ellas sufrir

11 yo decidir 26 yo entrar

12 ti caminar 27 ta *ver




13 usted gritar 28 ella necesitar

14 nosotros correr 29 nosotras vivir

15 ustedes preparar 30 ustedes vender




